Cover、Contents, Colophon by unknown
THE EASTERN 
BUDDHIST
NEW SERIES
Vol. X X V III No. 2 A utum n 1995
NISHIDA KITARO
MEMORIAL ISSUE
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY
EDITORIAL BOARD
Abe Masao
Bando Shojun 
Richard DeMartino 
Dennis Hirota 
William R. LaFleur
ADVISORY BOARD
Nagao G adj in 
Nagasaki Hojun 
Okamura Mihoko 
Sato Taira
Tada Minoru 
Norman Waddell
J . W. de Jong, The Australian National University 
Kurube Teruo, Otani University
SECRETARIAL STAFF
Dan Yukie W. S. Yokoyama
Contributions, notes, exchanges, business correspondence, and books for review 
should be addressed to The Eastern Buddhist Society, Otani University, Ko- 
yama, Kita-ku, Kyoto 603, Japan. -
Published twice a year by The Eastern Buddhist Society.
Annual Subscription Rate 
Single copy
INJAPAN ABROAD
3,000 yen US$ 3>.oo or equivalent
1,500 yen US$ 12.50 h
Subscribers in North America and Europe should send their subscriptions and 
orders for back numbers to Scholars Press, P.O Box 15399. Atlanta, Georgia 
30333-0399- Checks should be made payable to Scholars Press.
Other payments from abroad should be remitted either by Mail Transfer, 
to Acct. No. 4414722, The Eastern Buddhist Society, and addressed to the 
Mitsubishi Bank Ltd., Shijo Karasurna, Kyoto, Japan, or by Postal Transfer 
(where available), to Acct. No. 01040*9-4161, Kyoto, Japan.
If payment is made by check or Internationa] Money Order (in favor of 
The Eastern Buddhist Society, Otani Univ., Kita-ku, Kyoto), a five dollar (US) 
handling charge will be required.
Payment in Japan should be made by furikae (postal transfer) to Acct. No. 
01040-9-4161.
Copyright 1995 by The Eastern Buddhist Society 
Kyoto, Japan
All rights reserved. No part of this journal may 
be reproduced or translated in any form, by 
print, photoprint, microfilm or any other means 
without written permission from the publisher.
PRINTED IN JAPAN, KOMTYAMA PRINTING CO., TOKYO
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST
An unsectarian journal devoted to an open and critical study of 
Mahayana Buddhism in all of its aspects, published by 
The Eastern Buddhist Society 
Otani University, Kyoto
Vol. x x v m  No. 2 NEW SERIES Autumn 1995
CONTENTS
Nishida KitarO frontispiece
ARTICLES
The Logic o f Absolute Nothingness, As Expounded 
by Nishida Kitard, A be M a sa o .................................................  167
The Difficulty o f Understanding Nishida’s Philosophy, 
Ueda Shizuteru.............................................................................  175
The Problem of World Culture: Towards an Appropriation of 
Nishida’s Philosophy o f Nation and Culture,
John C, M araldo................................   183
Tanabe’s Logic of the Specific and the Critique of
the Global Village, James W. H e i s ig .....................................  198
My Friend Nishida Kitard, D. T. Suzuki.....................................  225
Nishida’s “ Gutoku Shinran.” Dennis H irota.............................  231
VIEWS & REVIEWS
Nishida Kitard, “The Retirement Speech o f a 
Certain Professor’’ .....................................................................  245
The Simplicity of Nichiren, John T. Brinkm an......................... 248
Response to Joan Stambaugh’s “ Transcendence,’’
Frederick F ranck .........................................................................  265
Is Zen Buddhism? David L o y .....................................................  273
Reflections on Nishida Studies, Michiko Y u s a ......................... 287
Nishida in Translation: Primary Sources in 
Western Languages..................................................................... 297
BOOK REVIEWS
Burton Watson, trans., The Lotus Sutra (J. W. de Jong) , . 303
HobOgirin Buddhist Dictionary, Vol. 7 (J. W. de Jong) . . . 304
BDK English Tripifaka 10-1 (J. W. de J o n g ) ............................. 307
Masao Abe, Buddhism and Interfaith Dialogue 
(James L. Fredericks).................................................................  310
NEWS &  NOTES
BOOKS RECEIVED
CONTRIBUTORS
Abe Masao, Professor Emeritus, Nara University of Education
John T . Brinkman, Professor, Institute of Asian Studies, St. John’s 
University, Jamaica, New York
Frederick Franck, Artist and writer; as a doctor, served on Albert 
Schweitzer’s staff in Lambarene; in Warwick, N. Y., built Pacem in 
Terris, a transreligious sanctuary
James L. Fredericks, Professor of Comparative Theology, Department of 
Theological Studies, Marymount Loyola University, Los Angeles
James W. HEISIO, Director, Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, 
Nanzan University, Nagoya
Dennis H irota, Head Translator, Shin Buddhism Translation Series, 
Hongwanji International Center, Kyoto; Adjunct Professor, Institute of 
Buddhist Studies, Berkeley, California
J. W. DE JONG, Professor Emeritus, Australian National University, 
Canberra
David Loy, Professor, Bunkyo University, Tokyo
John C. Maraldo, Professor, Department of History and Philosophy, 
University of North Florida, Jacksonville, Florida
Ueda Shizuteru, Professor Emeritus (Philosophy), Kyoto University; 
Professor, Hanazono University, Kyoto
Michiko Yusa, Professor of Japanese and East Asian Studies, Department 
of Foreign Languages, Western Washington University, Bellingham, 
Washington
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST
VOL. 28, 1, AUTUMN 1994
D. T. Suzuki, Reflections on the Pure Land,
Joan Stambaugh, Transcendence
Ueda Shizuteru, Nishida’s Philosophy
Paul Harrison, Searching for the Origins of the Mahayana
Urs App, tr., Treatise on No-Mind: A Chan Text from Dunhuang 
James Dobbins, Women’s Birth in Pure Land as Women:
Intimations from the Letters of Eshinni
Two Thinkers on Shin: Excerpts from Soga RyOjin & Kaneko Daiei 
BOOK REVIEWS
VOL. 27, 1, SPRING 1994
D. T. Suzuki, Zen hyakudai (4): One Hundred Zen Topics
Ueda Shizuteru, The Practice of Zen
Mark L. Blum, Pure Land Buddhism as an Alternative Marga 
Dialogue: D. T. Suzuki and Soga Rydjin, Zen and Shin
N. A. Waddell, tr., A Chronological Biography o f  Zen Priest Hakuin (1) 
BOOK REVIEWS
VOL. 27, 2, AUTUMN 1994
Abe Masao, Suffering in the Light o f Our Time,
Our Time in the Light of Suffering
Winston L. King, Engaged Buddhism: Past, Present, Future
John T. Brinkman, The Simplicity of DOgen
Robert F. Rhodes, Shin Buddhist Attitudes towards the Kami:
From Shinran to Rennyo
N. A. Waddell, tr., A Chronological Biography o f  Zen Priest Hakuin (2) 
VIEWS & REVIEWS, BOOK REVIEWS
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $25.00 OR 3,000 YEN
THE EASTERN BUDDHIST SOCIETY 
OTANI UNIVERSITY, 
KOYAMA, KITAKU, KYOTO 603 JAPAN
IN U.S.A., CANADA AND EUROPE:
Scholars Press, P.O. Box 15399
Atlanta, Georgia 30333-0399 U.S.A.
PHILOSOPHY EAST & WEST
A Quarterly of Comparative Philosophy
Focusing on Asian and comparative thought for nearly half 
a century. Features specialized articles and essays having 
an intercultural basis and relating philosophy to the arts, 
literature, science, and social practices of Asian civilizations. 
Roger T. Ames, Editor.
SPECIAL ISSUES
"Human Nature" in Chinese Philosophy
(January 1997)
Democracy and lustice, 7th East-West Philosophers7 Conference 
(January 1996)
Comparative Philosophy in Belgium and The Netherlands 
(October 1995)
Comparative and Asian Philosophy in Australia and New Zealand 
(April 1995)
RECENT & FORTHCOMING CONTRIBUTORS
Fred Dallmayr (Notre Dame) • Eliot Deutsch (University of Hawaii)
• Lee H. Yearley (Stanford) • Robert C. Solomon (University of 
Texas-Austin) • Lisa Raphals (Bard) • Hoyt Tillman (Arizona State 
University) • Kwong-loi Shun (UC Berkeley) • Irene Bloom (Columbia)
• Chad Hansen (University of Hong Kong)
Sudsghptions: All Countries: Individuals us$31/yr, Institutions usS40/yr, 
Single issue usj 11. (Canadian customers: Add 7% CST.) Sin d  to: Univer­
sity ofHawai'i Press, Journals Department, 2840 Kolowalu Street, Honolulu, 
■  HI 96822, USA. Telephone (808) 956-8833. On  t h i WWW— h ttp :
//w w w 2 . hawaii. edu/uhpress/Joum als/PW /PW Hom e.htm l
THE MIDDLE WAY
Quarterly Journal of The Buddhist Society
The Middle Way is a practice based journal 
carrying articles on Buddhist texts, practices 
and views from writers whose lives are 
informed by the Buddha’s Way.
SOME RECENT ARTICLES IN THE MIDDLE WAY
Thousand Buddha Temples of Dunhuang Lilia Russell-Smith 
Winner o f the Raymond Percberon Award
Nyanaponika: A Vision of the Dhamma Ven. Bbikkbu Bodbi
In Memory of Soko Morinaga Roshi Ven. Myokyo-ni
Teisho on the Mumonkan Soko Morinaga Roshi
Basic Principles of Mahayana D. T. Suzuki
Opening the Door of the Deathless Phiroz Mehta
Revising the Historical Dates of the Buddha RajttbDissanayake
Upadana: The Ideal and the Practice Ajahn Sucitto
The Bodhisattva in the Twentieth Century Sylvia Swain
The Buddhist Attitude Towards Death Ven. B. Seelawimala
Anatta: The Linchpin of Buddhist Teaching Philip M. Eden
The Earth Touching Posture Michael Kewley
Subscription per annum (four issues) Airmail; £15 00
T H E  B U D D H IS T  S O C IE T Y
58 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1PH UK
te l :  0171  834  5 8 5 8  fa x : 0171  976  5 2 3 8
Monumenta
Nipponica
ecent issues of MN have contained a wide
AA. variety of articles about Japanese culture. 
They include studies on Imai Sokyu’s career, a 
Dutch New Year in Edo in 1795, the life and 
poems of Okamoto Kanoko, kakure kirishitan 
ceremonies on Ikitsuki, the beheading of the 
statues of the Ashikaga shoguns, Abe Kobo, 
Zenchiku’s Rokurin Ichiro treatises, stories of 
women and enlightenment in medieval times, 
the shogun’s ‘painting match’, and Onitsura’s 
Hitorigoto.
TO uture issues will feature articles on the life
JL of retainers in Edo, the wall paintings of 
Nagoya Castle, Ueda Akinari’s views on the 
nature of kami, the latest news about Himiko, 
Chikamatsu’s Futago Sumidagawa, the music of 
Dodoitsubo Senka, artists’ attitudes during the 
Pacific War, the Dodoji legend, the way of yin 
and yang, and a medieval tale about an errant 
monk.
MN is published four times a year, and an annual 
subscription costs ¥4,200 or U.S.$36.00.
Monumenta Nipponica 
Sophia University 
7-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 102

